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BSTRACT 



The 1971 findings presented here are based on the 
arch 1971 Current Population Survey conducted by the Bureau of the 
ensus. The educational data presented in this report relate to the 
umber of school years completed by the population and do not provide 
ny information on the quality of the education received. It has been 
ound that the proportion of the adult population who had completed 
t least a high school education increased by 16 percentage points 
uring the decade of the 1960's to 60 percent. This increase was 
lightly greater for men than for women. The proportion of Negro 
dults who had completed at least a high school education was 40 
ercent in 1971 as compared with 24 percent in 1960, about a 
wo-thirds increase. The comparable figures for whites were 62 
ercent and 45 percent, respectively, or a one-third increase. Among 
ounger persons who would have more recently completed their high 
chool studies, those 20 to 29 years old, the proportion who had 
ompleted at least a high school education increased between 1960 and 
971 from 65 percent to 82 percent for whites, and from 40 percent to 
2 percent for Negroes. In addition, the proportion of high school 
raduates 20 to 24 years old who had completed some college also 
ncr eased for both Negroes and whites over the past decade. 
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Educational Attainment: March 1971 



The proportion of the adult population who had 
completed at least a high school education in- 
creased by 16 percentage points during the 
decade of the 1960's (table A). In 1960, 43 percent 
of all persons 20 years old and over were high 
school graduates. However, in 1971, of the 127 
million persons. 20 years old and over, 60 percent 
were high school graduates. Indications are that 
this increase is likely to continue in the 1970's. 
These 1971 findings are based on the March 1971 
Current Population Survey conducted by the 
Bureau of the Census. The educational data 
presented in this report relate to the number of 
school years completed by the population and do 
not provide any information on the quality of the 
education received. 

Table A. Percent of the Population 20 Years Old 
and Over Who Had Completed 4 Years of High 
School or Some College, by Race and Sex: 1971 
and 1960 



Race and sex 


1971 


1960 


Change, 1960 
to 1971 


Percentage 
point s 


Percent 


All races. 


59.7 


43 .3 


16 .4 


37.9 


Male 


59.5 


41 .7 


17 .8 


42 .7 


Female 


59.8 


44 .7 


15.1 


33.8 


White 


61.8 


45 .4 


16 .4 


36.1 


Ma 1 e 


61.6 


43.8 


17 .8 


40.6 


Female 


61.9 


46.9 


15.0 


32.0 


Negro 


39.7 


1 24.0 


15 .7 


65.4 


Male.. 


38.5 


*22 .2 


16 .3 


73.4 


Female 


40.7 


*25 .7 


15.0 


58.4 



1 Negro and other races. 



The increase in the proportion of adults (20 
years old and over) with at least a high school 
education was slightly greater for men than for 
women. In 1960, the women of this age were 
slightly more likely than fhe men to be high 
school graduates, 45 percent . and 42 percent, 
respectively. However, in 1971, the proportions 
were about equal with 60 percent of both the men 
and women who -were 20 years old and over being 
high school graduates. 

The proportion of Negro adults who had com- 
pleted at least a high school education was 40 



percent in 1971 as compared with 24 percent in 
I960, 1 about a two-thirds increase. The compara- 
ble figures for whites were 62 percent and 45 
percent, respectively, or a one-third increase. 

Among younger persons who would have more, 
recently completed their high school studies, 
those 20 to 29 years old, the proportion who had 
completed at least a high school education in- 
creased between 1960 and 1971 from 65 percent 
to 82 percent for whites and from 40 percent to 
62 percent for Negroes 1 (table B). 

Table B. Percent of the Population 20 to 29 Years 
Old Who Had Completed 4 Years of High School 
or Some College, by Race and Sex: 1971 and 

1960 



Race and sex 


1971 


1960 


Change, 1960 
to 1971 


Percentage 
point s 


Percent 


All races. 


79.5 


62 . 1 


17.4 


28.0 


Male 


79.8 


60. S 


19.0 


31.3 


Female 


79.2 


63.5 


15.7 


24 .7 


White 


81.7 


65.2 


16.5 


25.3 


Male 


82.4 


63.8 


18.6 


29.2 


Female 


81.0 


66.4 


14.6 


22 .0 


Negro 


62.2 


*40.2 


22.0 


54.7 


Male 


58.9 


x 37 .7 


21.2 


56.2 


Female 


65.3 


*42 .6 


22.7 


53. 3 



1 Negro and other races. 



In addition, the proportion of high school 
graduates 20 to 24 years old who had completed 
some college also increased for both Negroes 
and whites over the past decade (table C). In 
March 1971, among whites of this age who had 
completed at least a high school education, 49 
percent had completed some years of college as 
compared with 40 percent of the whites who were 
30 to 34 years old and would have graduated from 
high school 10 years earlier. Among Negroes, 
37 percent of the 20-to-24-year olds who were 
high school graduates had completed some years 
of college as compared with 28 percent of the 
30-to-34-year olds. 



x Negro and other races in 1960. 

1 
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